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1 Summary

The Marine Safety Act 2010 (Vic) (MSA) has provisions for Safe Transport Victoria (ST Vic) to make
waterway rules for or with respect to regulating or prohibiting the operation of any vessels or classes of
vessel, regulating the use of State waters by bathers and others, if that use affects any boating activity, and
regulating other equipment that must be carried on vessels for the purpose of safe navigation and the
safety of life.

ST Vic may make a waterway rule at the request of port management bodies, local port managers and
waterway managers (from herein waterway managers), a police officer or on ST Vic’s initiative for Victorian
State waters.

Reasons must be given for making or not making a waterway rule and after addressing the relevant
considerations and principles of the MSA, ST Vic must publish its decision. This document outlines the
decision and reasons relating to a proposal by Corangamite Catchment Management Authority (CCMA) for
making a waterway rule for the Barwon River between the Lower Breakwater and Orana Road (Barwon
River, Geelong).

11 The problem

CCMA identified a need to review and update the waterway rules for the Barwon River, Geelong following
the planned removal of four spans of the Ovoid Sewer Aqueduct and Breakwater, which will open access to
the lower part of the river. Also, as they have not been updated since 1991 it provided the opportunity to
review all the waterway rules from Orana Road to the Lower Breakwater.

1.2 The proposal

The proposal submitted by CCMA is to amend and update the existing waterway rules outlined in Schedule
7 of the Vessel Operating & Zoning Rules, based on CCMA’s core waterway management functions to
address identified safety and equity issues associated with a broad range of users and manage current and
projected vessel activities and movement.

1.3 Public consultation and consideration of safety risks

ST Vic determined that the proposal was within the powers of ST Vic and was of material nature.

CCMA undertook extensive stakeholder engagement, capped off with public consultation between 7
February and 6 March 2024 through an online survey, seeking feedback on the proposed waterway rules
for vessel operations on Barwon River, Geelong. Feedback from this engagement and consultation was
considered by ST Vic, when determining whether the rule would be implemented.

ST Vic has considered the safety risks the proposed rules seek to address, alternatives to making the
waterway rules, and costs and benefits. These are outlined further in this document.

1.4 ST Vic's decision

ST Vic has decided to make the waterway rules as requested by CCMA for Barwon River, Geelong. A draft
of the rules is outlined at Appendix 3, pending confirmation and clarification of specific locations by CCMA.

The decision will require ST Vic to:
e Publish a notice on its internet site and in the Victorian Government gazette notice to enact the rule.
Prior to the rule being enacted, CCMA will be required to, so far as is reasonably practicable:

¢ |Install signs and aids to navigation on the waterway so the rule is visible to waterway users.
e Undertake a communication and education program to ensure waterway users are informed and
aware of the waterway rule.
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2 Background

21 The appointed waterway manager
The waters of Barwon River through Geelong are managed by CCMA.

In accordance with section 6 of the Marine Safety Act 2010 (Vic) (MSA), the Minister for Ports, by Order
published in the Government Gazette, has declared CCMA to be the appointed waterway manager for the
waters of the Barwon River between the Lower Breakwater and Orana Road.

2.2 The nature of the waterway

The Barwon River begins in the Otway Ranges and flows through the heart of Geelong on its 160-kilometre
journey to meet the sea at Barwon Heads. The river is managed by a number of different agencies, with the
CCMA responsible for a 20-kilometre stretch of the Barwon River through Geelong. Sections of the Barwon
River in Geelong still retain many of the natural habitat of the river, supporting a diverse array of terrestrial
and aquatic native flora and fauna.

The Geelong stretch of the river is a popular place for community water-sports and recreation, including
rowing, canoeing kayaking, water-skiing, fishing or just relaxing. There are several long-established
clubhouse facilities for rowing, canoeing and waterskiing with adjacent waters allocated for their activities,
principally the Rowing mile, upstream of the Rowing mile for non-powered vessel activities and downstream
of the Rowing mile for powered vessel activities, such as water-skiing. Due to the number of clubs, there is
a high demand for water-sports events on the river and this is managed by CCMA through an events
calendar. The stretch of the river has four watercraft landings and two boat ramps. Access to the boat
ramps is managed through a permit system by the water-ski clubs.

2.3 The waterway rules

The current waterway rules for Barwon River, Geelong are detailed in Schedule 7 of the Vessel Operating
& Zoning Rules. Schedule 7 was created section 15 of the previous Marine Act 1988 (Vic) and published in
the Victoria Government Gazette S221 on 28 June 2012. The rules in Schedule 7 are in addition to the
general State-wide rules that apply on all Victorian waters.

The waterway rules for Barwon River, Geelong have been in place since 1988 and always included an
exemption from the State rule 3(a) (i.e. 5 knot speed limit within 50 metres of the water’s edge), a 35-knot
speed restriction, areas prohibited to vessels with engines and timing for use of the Rowing mile, a
prohibition on vessels more than 6 metres in length and 1%z metres wide, and exclusive use area for water-
skiing. In December 1991, a 5-knot speed restriction zone was introduced between the extension of
Coppards Road and the Lower Breakwater.

3 Application to make waterway rules

On 22 December 2023, CCMA submitted a Notice of Intention to Request a Waterway Rule' to ST Vic.

" MSA section 193 (refer Appendix 1 - 2)
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The proposal submitted by CCMA is to change the existing waterway rules in Schedule 7 summarised as
follows:

Northern Reach: Orana Road to Gundog Lane

o Amend the zone where vessels with engines are prohibited, to allow any powered vessel travelling
less than 10 knots, provided it is used solely for the purpose of coaching rowing crews on the river.

Southern Reach: Gundog Lane to Lower Breakwater

¢ Move the boundary of the area of the current exclusive use / special purposes zone used for water
skiing to an area immediately adjoining existing water ski infrastructure in the river (that being
imaginary lines joining opposite banks of the river approximately 360 metres upstream (Map ref:
38°12'23.5"S 144°23'12.3"E) and 540 metres (Map ref: 38°11'54.5"S 144°23'05.3"E) downstream of
where the centre line of Wilson's Road intersects the eastern bank of the Barwon River.

o Allow all vessels to transit the special purpose area so long as they keep to a 5 knot speed
restriction and stay as close as is practicable to the western river bank. This includes removing
reference to 12kw of power and instead referring to the operating rules when transiting the area, i.e.
do not exceed 5 knots unless engaged in water skiing”.

e Add a new 5 knot zone between Gundog Lane downstream past Goat Island to an imaginary line on
opposite banks of the river where the southerly centre line of Dysons Court intersects the respective
banks (Map ref: 38°11'34.2"S 144°22'33.6"E)

¢ Add the stretch of water north of Goat Island as an “area prohibited to vessels with engines”,
recognising that the rules (or the Corangamite CMA) have no jurisdiction over access to the Island,
to discourage access to the Island and limit disturbance to the Porronggitj Karrong site

¢ Allow for a new 35 knot zone in the areas either side (upstream and downstream) of the amended
exclusive use zone used for water skiing zone — up to the respective boundaries of the two 5 knot
zones (imaginary lines intersecting Dysons Court (Map ref: 38°11'34.2"S 144°22'33.6"E) and
Coppards Road.

¢ Amend the language in the rules used to define location so they are more clearly understood.

3.1 ST Vic's powers
After assessing the Notice of Intention, ST Vic determined that the proposed rules were:

¢ within the powers of ST Vic to make a rule, and
e of material nature.

Given the determination that the proposal was within the powers of ST Vic, and was of material nature,
CCMA was required to undertake public consultation?.

3.2 Request to make waterway rules from the waterway manager

The Request for Making a Waterway Rule (Request)® was received by ST Vic on 2 May 2024. A copy of the
Request is provided in Appendix 2.

In making the request for waterway rules CCMA was required to:

2 MSA section 193(5) (refer Appendix 1 - 2)
3 MSA section 194 (refer Appendix 1 - 7)

Waterway rule decision
Barwon River between the Lower Breakwater and Orana Road Page 4



SAFE TRANSPORWORIA

e provide a description of the proposed rule and advise if it was amended following the public
consultation,

provide a statement of the nature and scope of the problem and how the proposed rule addresses it,
address the mandatory considerations*,

provide a list of submissions and detail matters raised in submissions, and

explain how it, as the waterway manager, had taken into account the submissions in addressing the
mandatory considerations.

CCMA submitted the Request in writing, with the required information.

3.3 Description of proposed waterway rule
CCMA submitted the following proposed waterway rules for Barwon River, Geelong:
Northern Reach: Orana Road to Gundog Lane

e 1. Change a small section of the 35-knot zone to a 5-knot zone at the western end of the 35-knot
zone adjoining the south bank for safer boat access to the boat ramp at the end of Barrabool Road.

e 2. Amend the zone where vessels with engines are prohibited, to allow any powered vessel
travelling less than 10 knots, provided it is used solely for the purpose of coaching rowing crews on
the river.

Southern Reach: Gundog Lane to Lower Breakwater

¢ 1. Move the boundary of the area of the current exclusive use / special purposes zone used for
water skiing to an area immediately adjoining existing water ski infrastructure in the river (that being
imaginary lines joining opposite banks of the river approximately 360 metres upstream (Map ref:
38°12'23.5"S 144°23'12.3"E) and 540 metres (Map ref: 38°11'54.5"S 144°23'05.3"E) downstream of
where the centre line of Wilson's road intersects the eastern bank of the Barwon River.

o 2. Allow all vessels to transit the special purpose area so long as they keep to a 5-knot speed
restriction and stay as close as is practicable to the western riverbank. This includes removing
reference to 12kw of power and instead referring to the operating rules when transiting the area, i.e.
do not exceed 5 knots unless engaged in water skiing”.

e 3. Add a new 5 knot zone between Gundog Lane downstream past Goat Island to an imaginary line
on opposite banks of the river where the southerly centre line of Dysons Court intersects the
respective banks (Map ref: 38°11'34.2"S 144°22'33.6"E). Note: this 5-knot zone is intended to be
extended downstream to Boundary Road in 10 years’ time.

e 4. Add the stretch of water north of Goat Island as an “area prohibited to vessels with engines”,
recognising that the rules (or the Corangamite CMA) have no jurisdiction over access to the Island.
The rules would facilitate this through restricting motorised vessels (with a 5-knot speed restriction)
to the southern side of Goat Island, to discourage access to the Island and limit disturbance to the
Porronggitj Karrong site.

e 5. Allow for a new 35 knot zone in the areas either side (upstream and downstream) of the
amended exclusive use zone used for water skiing zone — up to the respective boundaries of the
two 5 knot zones (imaginary lines intersecting Dysons Court (Map ref: 38°11'34.2"S 144°22'33.6"E)
and Coppards Road. Note: this 35-knot zone is intended to be reduced downstream to Boundary
Road in 10 years’ time.

4 MSA section 183 (refer Appendix 1 - 6)
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e 6. Amend the language in the rules used to define location so they are more clearly understood.

The proposal has changed from the initial intention following public consultation, with CCMA including a
new rule:

¢ Northern Reach - change a small section of the 35-knot zone to a 5-knot zone at the western end of
the 35-knot zone adjoining the south bank.

The reason for the change is in response to feedback received during the public engagement phase.
Potential safety issues associated with speed boat access to the boat ramp at the end of Barrabool Road
were raised, and the inclusion of the 5-knot restricted area aims to ensure motorised boats (including speed
boats used for water skiing) maintain a safe speed approaching or leaving the boat ramp.

3.4 The problem

CCMA identified a need to review and update the waterway rules for the Barwon River following the
planned removal of four spans of the Ovoid Sewer Aqueduct in Breakwater in the Southern Reach of the
river. Barwon Water has been granted a permit by Heritage Victoria to remove the spans for the purposes
of public safety and improving access to the Barwon River and surrounding land. The removal of the spans
opens the opportunity for the public to access the lower part of the river more freely.

As the rules have not been updated since 1991, the removal of part of the Ovoid Sewer Aqueduct provides
the CCMA the opportunity to review the waterway rules, not just for the lower part of the river, but for the
entire stretch from Orana Road to the Lower Breakwater.

The overall proposed rule changes are based on the following principles adopted by CCMA which reflect
CCMA'’s core waterway management functions:

e Managing vessel activities and movement, moorings and berthing locations, and navigational aids
that identify regulations and hazards, anchorage and dredging areas

Minimising the risk of environmental damage from the operation of vessels

Allowing for the safety and equity of on-water use on the Barwon River for a broad range of users
Cultural heritage management and considerations

Ensuring compatibility of waterway use with surrounding land.

4 Mandatory considerations:s

41 Safety risk(s) being addressed

CCMA stated that safety and equity of on water use have been key considerations throughout the
development of the proposed rules. CCMA identified the following safety risks and issues that the proposed
waterway rules seek to address:

Northern Reach: Orana Road to Gundog Lane

¢ Confusion as to whether the speed restriction applies to rowers and coach boats operating in this
zone outside designated events. The current wording of the rules is unclear.

5 MSA section 183 (refer Appendix 1 - 6)
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o Rowers have expressed an interest in safely accessing the 35-knot zone for the purposes of early
morning training.

e This is a high use zone. The inclusion of motorboats on weekends in particular presents safety
concerns.

CCMA state the proposed rules directly address a potential safety issue in the Barwon Rowing Mile by
ensuring motorised boats (including speed boats used for water skiing) maintain a safe speed when
approaching or leaving the boat ramp at the end of Barrabool Road.

CCMA identified other safety concerns relating to ‘blind’ turning points for non-powered watercraft around
the canoe landing points, and bridge columns present potential safety hazards (e.g. Moorabool St Bridge).
CCMA identified a need for more suitable signage / buoys to address these concerns.

Southern Reach: Gundog Lane to Lower Breakwater

o Increased access for watercraft, driven by the removal of the aqueduct and a growing population.

o Access to fisheries downstream will drive interest amongst recreational fishers to transit
through this area.

o Interest from the broader community to safely access the lower reach, particularly amongst
those using unpowered craft (i.e. canoes and kayaks).

o Alignment with the intent of Kitjarra-dja-bul Bullarto langi-ut masterplan (Barwon River
Masterplan) and other user groups, e.g. recreational fishers; canoers and kayakers who wish
to access more of the river.

¢ Risks associated with multi-use activities e.g., water skiing and the transiting of other vessels, and
water ski infrastructure located in the river (e.g. ski jumps and cables).

CCMA state the proposed changes will allow for greater access by motorised boats (largely used for
angling purposes), with a new 5 knot speed zone downstream of Gun Dog Lane and two new areas of 35
knot speed zones downstream of the Ovoid aqueduct replacing part of the existing special use zone set
aside for water skiing. As this will create greater use in this stretch of the river, safety considerations have
been addressed through the following measures:

e The 5-knot speed zone will ensure a safe boating speed for on water users outside of the areas
currently used for water skiing, thereby not significantly increasing safety risks in these areas.

e The new 35 knot speed zones, which will be shared by motorboat users, non-motor boat users and
water skiers, will still be bound by state rules which prevent any vessel operating at a speed
exceeding 5 knots within 50 metres of another vessel.

e The area of the river currently containing water ski infrastructure (e.g. ski jumps and cables) will
remain as part of the special use zone set aside for water skiing, with current transiting rules still in
force.

In addition, CCMA outlined new safety signage and a communication plan will be adopted to inform current
and potential water users of the new rules.

42 Alternatives

CCMA considered the following alternative options to address the safety risk/s identified:
Northern Reach: Orana Road to Gundog Lane

Additional cautionary signage has been considered, however, this would not prevent speeds of up to 35
knots in the vicinity of the boat ramp. The minor rule change of a 5-knot speed limit in the northern reach
addresses an anomaly in the existing rules that allowed for a boat speed of up to 35 knots when
approaching or leaving the boat ramp at the end of Barrabool Road, which is considered unsafe.

Waterway rule decision
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Alternatives to shared use of the new 35-knot speed zones were considered, including restricted days of
use or times, which was not supported by the existing user (Geelong Water Ski Club), and considered an
additional regulatory requirement not required for safe and equitable use of the river. It is intended to
enable Geelong Water Ski club members to continue to benefit from exclusive access to their zone,
reduced to the area immediately around their water ski infrastructure, as well as, shared access to the two
new 35 knot zones either side of their exclusive use area. The proposed changes also address increased
and safe access to the lower sections of the river with the planned removal of the Ovoid Aqueduct for
recreational fishers wanting access to downstream fisheries, as well as recreational canoers and kayakers.

Southern Reach: Gundog Lane to Lower Breakwater

Also, future participation of Geelong Water Ski Club on the Barwon River Users Group, (alongside existing
user groups including the Geelong and District Angling Club) is seen as an appropriate channel to manage
operational and risk issues associated planned events on this reach of the river, which has successfully
functioned for the northern reach of the river over last two decades.

4.3 Benefits and costs

CCMA identified the following expected benefits and costs of the proposed waterway rules on those
persons likely to be affected:

Northern Reach: Orana Road to Gundog Lane

The minor 5 knot rule change addresses an existing safety concern, the primary benefit of ensuring a safe
speed when approaching or leaving the boat ramp at the end of Barrabool Road, as well as minimising
speeds in the vicinity of the adjoining Rowing Mile.

There would be no costs to any user groups, as it would still allow motorised boat access to the boat ramp
at the end of Barrabool Road within the rowing mile but at a reduced speed of 5 knots (as compared with
the current 35 knots). The 35-knot speed zone downstream of the Rowing Mile would remain unchanged.

Southern Reach: Gundog Lane to Lower Breakwater

There are minimal impacts (or costs) to existing users from the proposed changes, as Geelong Water Ski
Club members will continue to benefit from exclusive access to their zone, reduced to the area immediately
around their water ski infrastructure, as well as, shared access to the two new 35 knot zones.

There are expected to be some economic recreational benefits from the public and other key user groups
gaining increased and safe access to downstream reaches of the river, especially recreational fishers
wanting access to downstream fisheries and recreational canoers and kayakers (i.e. recreational users who
currently don’t use the river starting to use it, or users who currently use the river using it more often).

CCMA expect costs of the proposed rules would be accompanied by costs of new signage to reflect the
new rules.

While a full Benefit Cost Benefit Analysis has not been prepared, a number of economic studies from
Queensland (Pascoe et al, 2014) and Victoria (Ernst and Young, 2009) have shown the economic value
that increased recreational fishing visits can provide (in order of an average $143 and $250 per trip
respectively. This would indicate that the benefits from increased waterway use (i.e. increased recreational
fishing use) are likely to exceed costs.

5 Public consultation

Following significant engagement process with key stakeholders and user groups, CCMA undertook public
consultation from 7 February 2024 to 6 March 2024 on the proposed rules. Notification of the consultation

was through a combination of traditional media publication, social media platforms, the CCMA website and
direct email notification to key stakeholders, agencies and community groups. The public consultation was
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via an online survey to gather feedback from the community, along with a drop-in session at Geelong
Library on 14 February 2024 (from 4.30pm to 6.30pm) to provide an in-person opportunity for engagement
with the public.

In summary, CCMA received at total of 73 responses to the public consultation, 70 from individual
members of the public and 3 from groups/organisations. CCMA noted the vast majority of the comments/
submissions received were supportive of the proposed rules and changes that would allow greater access
to the southern reach of the Barwon River below Gun Dog Lane (particularly by those engaging in fishing
from a small motorised boat).

Some concerns were raised in the feedback which CCMA noted and addressed as follows:

¢ Geelong Rowing Club suggested a minor change to the transit lane near the boat ramp to clarify
and reduce the speed limit to 5 knots. This has been addressed by the inclusion of an additional
proposed rule (refer above point 3.3).

o Geelong Ski Club queried whether there could be restriction on the type of boat and the power of
the boat, due to concerns the proposed changes would allow jet skis and any other type of craft
small or large to access the 5-knot zone/ fishing zone. This concern had not been raised previously
and had not been identified as a current management or safety issue throughout the past two years
of stakeholder engagement. In line with the principle of allowing for safety and equity of on-water
use on the Barwon River for a broad range of users, no change has been proposed in response to
this comment.

¢ A submission raised concern with greater fishing boat access due to the impacts increased fishing
would have on the environment and native species caught in fishing lines and general safety. This
concern was noted; however no change is proposed as the issues are best addressed through
other means (communication and education of river users) not restrictions to the waterway rules.

6 ST Vic’'s conclusions

In making a decision® whether to make or not make a waterway rule as a result of a request to make a
waterway rule, ST Vic must have regard to the following:

¢ the mandatory considerations, and
o the summary of submissions or comments received by the waterway manager.

6.1 Compliance with MSA waterway rule making process
CCMA has complied with the requirements of the MSA, including public consultation.

6.2 Mandatory considerations

6.2.1 Safety risk the proposed rule is intended to minimise or eliminate

CCMA has identified a need to review the long-standing waterway rules for Barwon River, Geelong
following planned works to open southern sections of the river, to update the rules to reflect current and
projected boating use and address identified safety issues associated with vessel operations.

6 MSA section 187 (refer Appendix 1 - 5)
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The rules in the northern section are well established and known and effectively addressing safety issues
so only a couple of minor amendments were required to update the rules to reflect current practices. A
change from the 5-knot speed restriction for powered vessels used by rowing coaches in the ‘vessels with
engines prohibited zone’ to a 10-knot speed limit will better meet the needs of the rowing community.
Formalising a 5-knot speed restriction for the transit lane to and from the boat ramp in the ‘Rowing Mile’
connecting with the 35-knot speed restriction zone will provide safer access around the boat ramp. In
addition, CCMA will address other issues raised in the consultation with clearer signs and buoys to
reinforce the State rules (i.e. 5-knots with 50m of another vessel and a fixed or floating structure in or on
the water).

The changes to rules for the southern section are to provide for increased and safe access to the river due
to areas opening around Goat Island (previously inaccessible due to the aqueduct). The area previously
closed around Goat Island will provide an area for passive activities, such as canoeing, kayaking and
fishing, with rules for an “area prohibited to vessels with engines” and a “5-knot speed restriction zone”,
addressing any concerns associated with waters previously closed while also respecting environmental and
cultural concerns. The Exclusive Use & Special Purpose area, which covered most of the southern section,
will become a smaller area around the water-ski infrastructure adjacent to the Water Ski Club with 2 new
35-knot speed restriction zones upstream & downstream. This enables the water-ski slalom and jumps
activities to continue in a safe environment and allows water skiing activities to continue in the same areas
whilst providing greater access for other boating activities. The State rule 2(c) vessel must not exceed 5
knots with 50 metres of another vessel will apply in the 35-knot zones, whilst those transiting the Exclusive
Use & Special Purpose area will have a 5-knot speed restriction.

After considering equity of access and safety issues ST Vic is of the view that the waterway rules proposed
by CCMA, reinforced by appropriate signage, education and monitoring will addresses issues identified with
current and projected boating use and vessel operation on Barwon River, Geelong.

6.2.2 Alternative ways to address risks and safety issues

In proposing to open areas and enable increased access to the southern section CCMA considered
alternative measures to the proposed rule reducing the Exclusive Use & Special Purpose area and the 2
35-knot speed restriction zones (day & time restrictions), however these were not supported. CCMA also
identified additional signage could address issues in some areas, rather than additional rules.

The proposed rules are suitable to address access and safety issues identified by CCMA, and in addition,
appropriate signage and marking, along with education measures can also address safety issues and
encourage improved waterway user behaviour.

After considering the alternatives to the proposed rule ST Vic believes that in this instance, the proposed
waterway rules are the most appropriate response to the issues and safety risks identified.

6.2.3 Benefits and costs

CCMA has identified that the proposed waterway rules are expected to benefit the rowing community and
waterway users by addressing safety concerns identified in the northern section of the river and in the
southern section, identified there are increased recreational and economic benefits due to increased and
safe access and equity of use.

ST Vic believes reviewing the long-standing rules was a benefit as the rules will now be contemporary and
reflect current and expected increased usage.

CCMA identified there would be no costs or impacts to users in the northern section and minimal costs or
impacts to existing user in the southern section.

There will also be financial costs, associated with the costs to move or install aids to navigation and
signage, and to communicate the rule changes. There may also be ongoing costs associated with
monitoring and enforcement that CCMA has not identified.

Waterway rule decision
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After considering the benefits and costs of the proposed rule, ST Vic is of the view that the benefits of the
waterway rule outweigh any of the identified costs.

6.3 Summary of consultation submissions or comments

Prior to the public consultation CCMA undertook extensive consultation with key stakeholder and user
groups and addressed the key issues and concerns directly with the user groups as they were raised, to
guide development of the proposed waterway rules. In reviewing the public consultation for the proposal,
CCMA received 73 submissions/feedback.

CCMA provided a summary of feedback received in the submissions, which has been addressed by CCMA
as follows:

¢ Most submissions and feedback were supportive, with no further action required.

o CCMA responded to feedback regarding the transit lane near the boat ramp to clarify the speed limit
by proposing the new 5-knot speed restriction rule.

¢ A submission concerned with increased fishing boat access and the impact on the environment and
native species was noted. However, no change is proposed as it is outside the scope of waterway
rules and best addressed through other means (communication and education of river users).

¢ A submission concerned with personal watercraft (PWC) use in the 5-knot speed restriction zone
was noted. CCMA had not identified PWC use as a current management or safety issue and in line
with the principle of allowing for safety and equity of on-water use, no change has been proposed in
response to this comment.

CCMA has considered and addressed the submissions by noting concerns not previously raised, assessing
if rules can address the concern or there are alternative measures, and addressed feedback where relevant
by amending the proposed rules to include a new 5-knot speed restriction rule.

In reviewing how CCMA has taken into account the submissions and feedback received in relation to the
proposed waterway rules, ST Vic is of the view that the response by CCMA is adequate and addressed
issues raised in the submissions. CCMA is commended for engaging with key stakeholders early and
addressing concerns directly as they arose.

7 ST Vic's Reasons/Decision’

In conclusion, | am satisfied that CCMA has complied with the MSA, undertaken the required public
consultation and addressed the mandatory considerations (that is, the safety risk, alternative ways of
addressing the risk, and the associated benefits and costs). CCMA has identified safety risks to waterway
users and proposed a balanced approach to addressing these risks as well as recognising the expected
costs and benefits associated with the waterway rule changes.

I, Simon Farrar, Director Safety Operations (Delegate of ST Vic), hereby advise that, after having regard to:
¢ the powers to make waterway rules in the Marine Safety Act 2010 (Vic),
¢ the mandatory considerations and submissions received in relation to the proposed rules, and

¢ having taken into account the Objectives and Principles of the Transport Integration Act 2010 (Vic)

7 MSA section 188 (refer Appendix 1 - 4)
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| have decided to make the waterway rules as requested by CCMA for Barwon River, Geelong.

The final rules will be published by notice in the Government Gazette and on ST Vic’s internet site, in
conjunction with the installation of appropriate navigational aids and signage by CCMA and will come into
effect on the date or dates specified in the notice.

0y

SIMON FARRAR
Director Safety Operations
Delegate of Safe Transport Victoria

Dated: 23/7/2025
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Appendix 1 - Marine Safety Act
requirements for waterway rule making

The Marine Safety Act 2010 (Vic) (MSA) details the process that must be followed when a port
management body, local port manager or waterway manager proposes that Safe Transport Victoria
introduces or amends waterway rules.

1. Section 184 of the MSA details the powers of Safe Transport Victoria in relation to the making of a
waterway rule, by notice published in the Government Gazette. Specifically, section 184(1A)
provides that the Safe Transport Victoria may make rules for or with respect to —

(1A) Safe Transport Victoria may make a rule -

(a) atthe request of a port management body, local port manager, waterway manager or
police officer under section 194; or
(b) on Safe Transport Victoria’s own initiative.

2. Section 193 of the MSA details the process and considerations for assessment of a Notice of
Intention to Request a Waterway Rule.

(1)  Before making a request for the making of a rule under section 194, a port management body,
local port manager or waterway manager must notify Safe Transport Victoria of the body's or
manager's intention to make the request.

(2) A notification under subsection (1)—

(a) must be in writing; and

(b)  must contain the following information—
(i)  the name and address of the body or manager; and
(i) a description of the rule that the body or manager proposes be made; and
(iii)  a statement of the nature and scope of the matter that is proposed to be addressed

and an explanation of how the proposed rule would address the matter; and
(c) may be accompanied by a draft of the proposed rule.
(3)  On receiving a notification under subsection (1), Safe Transport Victoria must—

(a) consider whether the rule that is proposed to be requested—
(i)  appears to be within the powers conferred on Safe Transport Victoria to make the
rule; and
(i) is of a material nature or a non-material nature; and
(b)  within 2 weeks after receiving a notification under subsection (1)—
(i)  advise, in writing, the port management body, local port manager or waterway
manager of the matters under subsection (5), (6) or (7), as the case requires; and
(i) publish notice of the advice in the Government Gazette.
(4) An advice under this section must set out the reasons of Safe Transport Victoria as to the
matters under subsection (5), (6) or (7), as the case requires.

(5) If Safe Transport Victoria is of the view that the rule that is proposed to be requested appears to
be within the powers conferred on Safe Transport Victoria to make the rule and is of a material
nature, Safe Transport Victoria must advise the port management body, local port manager or
waterway manager—

(a) ofthat view; and
(b) that it must comply with section 196 before making a request for the making of the rule
under section 194.
(6) If Safe Transport Victoria is of the view that the rule that is proposed to be requested appears to
be within the powers conferred on Safe Transport Victoria to make the rule and is of a non-
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material nature, Safe Transport Victoria must advise the port management body, local port
manager or waterway manager—

(a) of that view; and
(b) that it is not required to comply with section 196 before making a request for the making
of the rule under section 194.

(7) If Safe Transport Victoria is of the view that the rule that is proposed to be requested does not
appear to be within the powers conferred on Safe Transport Victoria to make the rule, Safe
Transport Victoria must advise the port management body, local port manager or waterway
manager of that view.

3. ‘non-material’ is defined in section 183 of the MSA and means:
‘non-material nature’, in relation to a proposed rule, includes correction of a minor error in a rule;

4. Section 188 of the MSA requires Safe Transport Victoria to publish its decision whether to make or
not make a rule:

(1)  Safe Transport Victoria must publish its decision whether to make a rule under section 184 on
Safe Transport Victoria’s Internet site.

(2) A decision that is published under subsection (1) must contain a statement of the reasons of
Safe Transport Victoria for making or not making the rule, including—

(a) a description of the matter that was addressed by the request or proposal for the making
of the rule; and
(b) Safe Transport Victoria's conclusions after having regard to the mandatory
considerations.
(3) In the case of a decision relating to a request for the making of a rule, Safe Transport Victoria
must also publish the request as part of his or her decision.

5. Section 187 of the MSA outlines matters that must be considered in making a rule:

(1) In making a rule, Safe Transport Victoria must have regard to—

(a) the mandatory considerations; and

(b) if the rule is being made following a request from a port management body, local port
manager or waterway manager, the summary of submissions or comments received by
that body or manager under section 194; and

(c) if the rule is being made by Safe Transport Victoria on Safe Transport Victoria's own
initiative or at the request of a police officer, any submissions or comments made to Safe
Transport Victoria under section 195 by the date specified in a notice under section
195(3)(a).

(2)  This section does not apply in the case of the making of—

(a) an urgent safety rule; or
(b) a specified amendment rule; or
(c) arule that is of a non-material nature.

6. ‘Mandatory considerations’ are defined in section 183 of the MSA. In relation to a proposed
waterway rule, mandatory considerations mean:

(a) the safety risk, or the nature and level of a safety risk, that the proposed rule is intended
to minimise or eliminate;

(b)  whether there are alternative ways (legislative or otherwise) to address the matter being
or to be addressed by the proposed rule;

(c) the expected benefits and costs of the proposed rule on those persons likely to be
affected by the proposed rule, if made.

Waterway rule decision
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7. Section 194 of the MSA sets out the process by which requests for waterway rules can be made.
Sub-section (3) provides:

(3) A request for the making of a rule—

(a) must be in writing; and
(b)  must contain the following information—
(i)  the name and address of the body or manager making the request; and
(i) a description of the rule that the body or manager proposes be made; and
(iii)  a statement of the nature and scope of the matter that is proposed to be addressed
and an explanation of how the proposed rule would address the matter; and
(iv) an explanation of how the proposed rule addresses the mandatory considerations;
and
(v) in the case where a port management body, local port manager or waterway
manager has been advised of the matters under section 193(5)—
(A) alist of submissions and comments received under section 196; and
(B) a summary of the matters raised in the submissions and comments received
under section 196, and
(C) how the port management body, local port manager or waterway manager has
taken into account the submissions and comments that address the
mandatory considerations; and
(c) must be accompanied by a draft of the proposed rule.

Waterway rule decision
Barwon River between the Lower Breakwater and Orana Road Page 15



SAFE TRANSPO ORIA

Appendix 2 - Copy of the Request to Make a
Waterway Rule

SAFE TH‘ANSFOPWQHIA

Maritime Safety

Waterway Manager

Request to Make a Waterway Rule
Marine Safety Act 2010 (Vic) Section 154

Things to know before requesting a rule

+ Completing this form is the second step in proposing a waterway rule. Before starting this form, you must compiste a Notice of Intention fo
Request a Watsnway Rule form, availlable from Safe Transport Victonia (ST Vic) website, and receive a letter from ST Vic advising the next
steps inmaking the rule.

* [ youwould like fo discuss your request for a waierway nle before completing this form, please contact the Waterway Safety Team on
1800 638 BI2.

+ A wslerway manager can only reguest rules in refation to the operalion of vessels on waters, or use by persons of waters, under their control.

+ Where the term ‘waterway manager appears in this form, it indudes a port management body, 2 local port manager or watenway manager.

» There s no fee fo lodge this request.

+ [ you nesd additional space to anewer the questions in this form, attach a separate page refzmencing your answer to the question number.

Non-material

If you were directed by ST Vic that the proposed rule is of 2 non-matenial nature and public consultation is not required, you do not nesd to
complete questions 12, 13, 14 and 15.

Public consultation

Section 196 of the Marine Safely Act 2010 [Vic) outlines the process of public consultation that must ocour before submitting a request to make a

waterway nile.

If you were directed by ST Vic, you must have conducted a minimum of 4 weeks public consultation inviting submissions and comments from

the puiblic in redation to the proposed mile.

The waterway manager must

+  |ritiate the consuitation by
(a) publiching a nofice of the proposal to request the making of a rule on the waterway manager's intemnet site and in some ofher way that
gives notice of the proposal to persons who the waterway manager reasonably believes will be affected by the proposed mule if made; and
{b) making copees of the proposal available at the waterway manager's principal place of business and internet site; and

+  Comgly with the notice reguirements (1.e. inchude a summary of the proposal and where copies of te proposal are available, specify when
and how submessions and comments must be made); and

s Concider every submission or comment recesved during fhe concultabon when prepaning the reguest to make the waterway rue.

To safsfy the publizhing requirements, in addition to publizhing the notice on your intemet Site, a combination of the following examples, may

lbe effeciive depending on the circumstances - notifying local waterway users, dubs and groups, displaying the notice at boats ramps and on

commurity noBce boands, advertising in local newspapers and on local radio, posfing on social media, engaging with ofver agencies and

organisations to assist in efecively communicating with organizafions and clubs using the waterway who may be afiected.

Mandatory considerations

In this request you must explain how the proposed rule meets the mandatory consideralions of:

+ the safisty risk, or the nature and level of 3 safety risk, that the proposed rue is intendad 1o minimise o eimnats; and

+ whether there are alternative ways (legisiafive or ofherwiss) to address the matier being or to be addressed by the proposed rule; and

» the expected bensfits and costs of the proposed rule on those persons ikely fo be affected by the proposed e, if made.

Safe Transport Victoria - Maritime Oﬂlh
PO Box 27392, Melbourme Victoria 3001 T 1800 638 BO2
E woterways@sofetransportvic.govou  safetransport.vic.gov.ou mm!nt

Wik 2 FPageiofd
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Waterway details

MName of waterway to which the proposed rule relates
[ The Barwon River between the Lower Breakwater and Orana Road |

Name of waterway manager (organisation/agency)

| Corangamite Catchment Management Authority |
Address of waterway manager (onganisabion/agency)

Sirest number and name

| 64 Denvis Strest |
Suburb Siate Postoods

[ Colac | |victoia | |32 |
Pretal address

L Same as address above

OR strest number and nama/PO Box

| PO Box 159 |

Suburh State Postoods
[ Colac | [victroria | 3280 |

Name of contact person Buzinzegs telephone mamber

| Silvana lannelio | | 1800002 262 |
Posifion tifle Mobile rumibsr

| Project Officer — Water Infrastructure | | o437 085027 |
Emai

| Sikvana lannell@ccma. vic.gov.au |

Proposed rule description and draft wording

Prowide a descripion of the proposed rde here and attach as a separate document a draft of the proposed nule
The Corangarmite CMA has identified a need to review and update the waterway rules for the Barwon River followsng the planned
removal of four spans of the Owoid Sewer Agueduct in Breakwater. Banwon Water has been granted a permit by Heritage Victoria o
remove the spans for the purposes of public safety and improving access to the Banwon River and surounding kand. The removal of
the spans cpens the opporfunity for the public to access the lower part of the iver moee frecly.

Az the rules hawve not been updated since 1991, fhe removal of part of the Ovoid Sewer Agueduct provides the Corangamite CMA the
opportunity to review the watenwzy rules, nof just for the lower part of the river, but for the enfire sirefch from Crana Rioad 1o the
Lower Breakwater

The attachment outlines in detail the draft changss to the rules and considerations for proposing these changes for the two secBions
of Barwon River:

- Morthern reach: Orana Road to Gundog Lane

- Sowthemn reach: Gundog Lane to Lower Breakwater

Mape of the propoeed changes for both the northemn and southem reaches are detaled in the attachment.

Morthem Reach:

1. Change a smiall section of the 35 knot zone o a 5 knot zone at the westem end of the 35 knot zone adjoining the south bank for
safer boat access to the boat ramp at the end of Barrabool Road

2 Amend the zone where vescels with engines are prohibited, to allow any powered vesse! fravelling less than 10 knots, provided it is
wsed solefy for the purpose of coaching rowing crews on the river.

Southern Reach:
1. Move the boundary of the anea of the current exdusive use | special purposes 7one ussd for water skiing to an area immediately
adjoining exsting waier ski infragtructure in the meer (that being imaginary lines joining opposite banks of the river approximately 380
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mefres wpstream (Map ref 3671223575 144°2312.3°E) and 540 metres (Map ref. 38°11'54.5°5 14472305 3°E) downstream of
where the centre ine of Wilson's rad intereects the eastern bank of the Barwon Fiver.

2 Aliow all veszels to fransit the special purpose area 2o long 2= they keep 1o a 5-knot speed rectricion and stay 2t doge as is
practicable to the western riverbank. This includes removing reference to 12w of power and inctead refering to the operafing rues
when fransiting the area, i e do not excesd 5 knots uniess engaged in water siang”

3. Add a new 5 knot zone befween Gundog Lane downsiream past Goat ksland to an imaginary line on opposite banks of the river
where the southerly centre line of Dysons Court intersects the respecive banks (Map ref: 33%11'34.2°5 14422 33 6°E) - consistent
with fhe existing 5 knot zone befween Coppards Road and the lower Breakwater. This will allow for recreafional fishers wanting
greater access to downstream fisheries. In Bne with e long-term objectives of Kitiarra-dja-bul Bullario langi-ut masterplan (Barwon
River Mastenplan) and the broader environmental and cultural objectives associated with Porronggif] Karrong, tis 5-knot zone i
intended fo be extended downstream to Boundary Road in 10 year's tme. This me will allow the Geslong Ski Club to fransition to the
new amrangements.

4 Add the stretch of water north of Goat Island 25 an “area prohibited fo vessels with engines”, recognisang that the rules (or the:
Corangamite CMA) have no jurisdiciion over access to the ksland. The nules would facilitate this through restricting motorised vessels
(with a S-knot speed restriction) to the southem side of Goat lsland, to discourage access to fhe Island and limit disturbance to the
Porronggif) Karrong site. This would be supported with signage.

& Mliow fior 3 new 35 knot zone in the aneas either cide (upsiream and downstream) of the amended exclusive use zone used for
waiter ckiing zone — up to the respecive boundaries of the fwo 5 knot zones (Imaginary ines inferseciing Dyzone Court (Map ref:
135 14472733 8°E) and Coppards Road. The intent of thiz is to allow for conBinued water sking in thes area, 2= well as
shared access by other users, recreational Sshers, canoers, kayakers and the general community. In line with the long-term
objecives of Kitjarmra-dja-bul Bullarto kzngi-ut masterpizn (Barwon River Masterplan) and the broader emvironmental and cultural
objechives associated with Pormonggitj Karrong, this 25-knot zone is intended fo be reduced downstream fo Boundary Road in 10
year's time. This tirme will allow the Geelong Ski Club to transifion to the new arrangements.

6. Amend the language in the rules used o define location so they are more dearly understood. These areas will be labelied within a
map that is pubbicly accessible.

Has the proposed nule changed since kodging your initial intzntion to make this rde?
Mo = Gotoquestion 8.
Yez [ = How hag it changed from the inifial intention and what iz the reason for the change?

Added a new rule change in response fo community feedback received during the public enagagement phase:

1. Change a small sechion of the 35 knot zone to a 5 knot zone af fre westem end of the 35 knot zone adjoining the south bank for
cafer boat access to the boat ramp at the end of Barrabool Road - refer Attached plan.

Provade 2 statement of the nature and scope of fhe matter that the propozed rule intends io address

The new rule plans o address potential safety issues associated with speed boat accese to the boat ramp af the end of Barrabool
Road.

Howr would the proposed rule address the matier in question 87

Itmddpmid&_aEkmtrﬁh‘hIedmmmsuemumabJats(induihgspeedeatsmedb'waters}dirrg} maintain a safe
specd approaching or leaving the boat ramp.

Mandatory considerations

Prowide an explanation of how the proposed rule mests fre mandatory considesafions,
What safety rick, or the nature and level of a safety rck, does the proposed rule infend 1o minimize or elminate?
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The overall proposed rule changes are based on the followsng principles adopted by the Corangamite CMA:

- Managing wesse activities and movement, moonngs and berfhing locafions, and navigational axds that idenfify regulations and
hazards, anchorage and dredging areas

- Minimizing the risk of emvironmental damage from the operation of vessels

- Aliowing for the safety and sguity of on-water use on the Barwon River for 2 broad range of users

- Cultural hentage management and conciderations

- Ensuring compatibility of waterway use with surrounding land.

Safety and equity of on water use have been key consaderations throughout the deselopment of the proposed rules.
Southern Feach

ESafiety issues for this sirefich of the Aver include fhe risks associated with multi-use aclivities &.g., water skiing and the transiting of
other vezosls, and water cki infrastruchune located in fhe river (2.9, =ki umps and cables).

The proposed changes wall allow fior greater access by motonised boats (largely used for angling purposes) (with 2 new 5 knol speed
zone downstream of Gun Dog Lane and two new areas of 35 knot speed zones) downstream of the Owvoid aqueduct replacing part of
the: existing special use zone set aside for water skiing. As fhis will creste greafer use in this stretch of fhe river, safety consideraions
have been addressed through the following measures:

1. The S-knot cpeed zone will ensure a cafe boating speed for on water users oulzide of the areas currently uzed for water skiing,
thereby not significantly increasing safety risks in these areas.

2 The new 35 knot speed zones, which will be shared by motor boat users, non motor boat users and water siiiers will stll be bound
by =tate rules which prevent any veseel operating at 2 speed exceeding S knots within S0 metres of another vessel

3. The area of the river cumeniy containing water ski nfrastruciure (2.9, ski jumps and cables) will remain as part of the special wes
zZone set aside for water skiing, with cument trangifing rules still i force.

4. New safcty signage and a communication plan will be adopded to inform current and potential water users of the new rules.

Morthem Reach

The proposed rules direclfy address a polential safiefy =sue in fhe Barwon Rowang Mile by ensuring motorised boats (including speed
lboats used for water skiing) maintain a safe speed when approaching or leaving the: boat ramp at the end of Barrabool Road.

What altemative ways Jegislaive or otherwiss) have you considered or ed, to address the matter and safety risks the proposed rule
intends to address? Explain why these alfernaiives were or would be unsucoessil?
‘Southern Reach

The proposed changes address increased and safe acoess to fhe lower secions of the mver with the planned removal of the Ovoed
Aauaduct for recreational fishers wanfing access to downstream fishenies, as well as, recreational canoers and kayakers. it is also
intended fo enable Geslong Water Ski cub members to continue to benefit from exclusive access to their z2one, reduced to the area
immedistely around their water ski infrastructure, as well as, shared accest to fhe two new 35 knot zones either side of their exclusive
wee area_ All alternatives to shared use of the new 35 knot speed zones wers considered, ncluding resincted daye of wee or times,
which was not supported by th existing user, and considered an additional regulatory reguirement not required for safe and equitabie
use of the river.

Flanned future participation of Geslong Water Ski Club on fhe exising Barwon River Users Group, slongside existing user groups on
the: groug (nchuding the Geelong and Cestrict Angling Chuk) ks also seen as an appropriate additional wehice fo manage operational
and sk issues associated planned user events on this reach of the river. The Barwon River Users Group has successhully fulfilled
thig function for the northem reach of the river over last two decades.

Morthem Reach

The mince rue changs of a 5 knot speed imit in the norhemn reach addresses an anomaly in the existing rules that allowed for a koat
spesd of up fo 35 knots when appecaching or leaving the boat ramp at the end of Barrabool Road, which i concidersd unsafe.
Additional cauficnary signage has been considered, however, thic would nof prevent speeds of up fo 35 knots in fhe vicinity of the
lboat ramp.

If the rule iz made, what are the expected benefite and coste of the proposed rde on those persons likely to be affected? Provide a
general summary of the benefits and costs or aftach a separate benefit and cost analysis.
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‘Southern Reach

There are minimial mpacts (or costs) o exisiing users from the proposed changes, as Geslong Water Ski cub memiers will confinue
o benefit from exdusive access to their zone, reduced to the ansa mmediately around thesr water ski nfrastructure, as well as,
shared access to the two new 35 knot zones.

There are expected to be some economic recreational benefits from the general public and ofher key user groups gaining increased
and safe access o downsiream reaches of the river, especally recreational fishers wanfing access to downstream fishenies and
recreafional canoers and kayakers (i.e. recreational users who cumenty don't wes the river starting fo use it, or users who currently
use the river using it mors often).

Wiz a full Benefit Cost Benefit Analoyis has not been prepared, a number of economic studies from Quesncland [Paccoe =f al,
2014} and Victoria (Emst and Young, 2009) have shown the economic value that increased recreational Sshing wisits can provide (in
order of an average $143 and $250 per frip respectively. Thiz would indicate that the benefits from increazed waterway uze (Le.
increased recreational Bshing use) are likely to excsed coste

Morthem Reach

The mince 5 knot rule change addresses an exicling safety concem (the primary benefit of ensuring a cafe spesd when approaching
o leaving the boat ramp at the end of Barrabool Road) — as well as mimirmising spesds in the vidnity of the adjoining Rowing Mile.
There would be no costs to any user groups, a5 & would stil allow moborized boat access to the boat ramp at e end of Bamrabool
Road within the rowing mile — but af a reduced speed of 5 knots (a5 compared with the cument 35 knots). The 35 knot speed zone
downsfream of the Rowing Mile would remamn unchanged.

The proposed rule would be accompanied by new signage fo reflect the new speed limit.
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11.

blic Consultation Findings

In the letter from ST Vic, were you directed to conduct public consultation in accordance: with section 196 of the
Marine Safefy Act 2010 (Vic) before submitting fhis request to make the rule under section 1947

Mo - Gotothe declaration and signature at 16.
[ Yes = Gofto question 12,

Prowide details of the public consulfafion process undertzken.
Attach a copy of the nofice pubshed on the waterway manager's internst site and through other mediums, and any other documentation
made available to the pubbc in relation to the proposed waterway rile. This should include copies of the proposal that were made available
to the public on your website and principal place of business.
Detail below the dates of the public consulation and how you satichied the requirements as was deemed appropriate to give notice of the
proposal to persons who may be affected.

The dates of the public consultation:

1. Wednesday Tth February 2024 fo March Bth 2024 — Online survey

2 Wednesday 14th February 2024, 4 30pm o 6.30pm x1 drog in sesson.

A nofice regarding the interntion to amend fhe Barwon Fiver Waterway rubes was distributed to persons who may have been affected
frough a comibination of traditional media publications and online media platiorms including Facebook, and the Corangamite
Catchment Management Authority [ CCMA) website. Thege notiications informed the public about the opportunity to provide feedback
reganding the proposed amendments. Addifionally, members of the public were able to obtain a hard copy of the proposal and survey
from the CCMA Colac ofice and Banwon Water office front desks.

Furthermore, an online survey was conducted using SurveyMonkey over a period of four weeks to gather feedback from the
commurity. Addiionally, a drop-in sescion was organiosd af the Geelong library to provide an in-person opportunity for engagement.

Key stakeholder agencies and community groups were also notiied via email about the public consultation period to ensure:
comprehensive ouireach and engagement.

W2

Prowade: a Bist of the submizsions and comments received from the public consultation. Use table below or afiach documentation.
[¥] Documentation iz atiached with a list of submizzions and a summary of the matters raised.
*Moke do not identify respondents (indvidual members of the public) as they will be de-identified in accordance with ST Vic's privacy
policy.
Total nurniber of submisgions received
Total: 73 Gty from members of the public: 70 City from organisafons/agencies: 3

Submissions from onganisationz/afilated bodies and their members. * Altach ceparate page if more ines neceszary
Respondent type (Le. indvidal, | Comments made

Friends of the Barwon The opening of the river with the removal of the: agueduct wall be a step forward.

Geslong Rowing Page 7 map shows 35 knots allowed in frangit lane which is currently marked either end by 5 knot

Association yellow buoys. Should the ransit lane on the map be shown in blue az per the legend on the
map?

Geelong Water Ski Club Fm not sure the propossd nile changes by the COMA reSiect the intention of the Sshing and
waterski communifies. My recollection of our mestings and the tour af the Geslong Waterski Club
was that there would be a recfriction on the fype of boat and fhe power of the boat. The propozed
change=s would allow jef skis and any other type of craft emall or large to access the 5 kot zone/

fiching zone.

Public Mo, well fhought out - good compromize and chared benefits.

Puislic Mo one should have exclusive use of 2 public waterway, including water ckiers. Wake boats are
probably damaging the river banks. Why is this permitted?

Public Mo concemns only enthugiazm.

Puislic Mo concemns just happy ifs happening.

Public | Fishing and reedom.
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Publc | fully support the: proposal - well done to CCMA, TSV and all recreational user groups.
Puiblic The ahility to go further downstream than the aqueduct
Public [fit makes it safer, then | would use the river more often
Public Allowang fiching boate to accese the river will impact all of my activiies, as they tend o wani to

position fhemselves in the centre of the river or at bende with deep holes, abandoned Sching nes
with hooks are ofien seen hanging from frees on weekends. This is currently defmimental to both
fiora and fauna, Ive seen cormorants hanging from frees that have suffocated on dscanded
fishing lines. | have alzo had fishing line siting across the nver and owr boat crew has
experienced the lines across our boat.

Puilic Will allow boat access that chould never have been denied in the first place. Yes - it will allow a
more equitable use of thre river. | will fish it m my boat

Puislic ez | be able to uze my boat or canoe to fich.

Puilic MNeed to police water skiers and rowers - zome of them are cowboys with no respect for other
Tiver USers.

Puislic Yes amall boats and speed boate don't mix - all the emall boats need to go pass =a dub - stay
next o bank and pass teough.

public Bedter clarity around the wse of canoes. Better clarity that the river ic a chared cpace and that cla
club must allow safe ransit of their zone.

Public Allowing onfo the water recreational fichers and removing fhe shiers exclusivity.

14.  Provide a summary of the matters, issues, comments and suggestions received in the submissions. The surmmary must relate to
submizsions specific to the proposed nde and not any comments received about the waterway in general.

An example of the fype of summary required is .

+ 12 ofthe 15 submissions received were generally supportive of the proposed waferway nule to establish a designated swimming arsa
in the Lake by prohibiting boating in a specified area of the lake.

*  The three submissions that were opposed to the proposed rule wers from personal watsrcralt (PWE) ownersioperators who each
submitted that they Meed to use the sandy beach (adjacent to the proposed swimming area /o boating zone”) 2= a base for the use
of the PWC by family members and that any safety risks were already addressed by existing watenvay rules that §mit vessel speads
to 5 knots when within 50 metres of a swimmers or the shore.

+ The submission from the Lake Ski Club was supportive of the proposal but noted that i the o boating zone™ extended any further
than 200 metres info the lake i would restrict the ability of vessefls fo pass each other through the namow section of fake immediately
fo the north of the north-east comer of the propased zone.

+ Three submizsions were suppovtive of the proposed rule but i was argued in fwo responses that all PWCs should be prohibited on
the lake and in one submiission it was submitisd thaf only sail vessels should be permitied on the lake.

*  (One submission was supporfive of the propased rule but suggested that the northem boundary of the no boating zone should be

marked by more buoys, at X0 metre infervals, fo make the zone boundary highly visible fo bath swimmers and boalers alike.

The wact majority of the submizsions received from stakeholders and fhe public were csupporfive of the proposed changes that would
allow greater access to the southern reach of the Barwon River below Gun Dog Lane (particulary by those engaging i fiching from
@ small motorised boat.

COne submission from the Geslong Rowing Chub, reised during the: Public Drog-in session, suggested a minor change b the transit
lane near fhe boat ramp to dariy and reduce the speed Bmit to 5 knoks.

Cne submission from the Geslong Ski Club quenied whether there could be restricBion on the type of boat and the powes of the boat,
due o conceme the proposed changes would allow jet skis and any other type of craft emall or large to access the 5 knot zoned
fiching zone.

One submission was concerned with greater Sshing boat access due to the impacts increased fishing would have on the:
environment and native species caught in Sshing Enes and general safefy.
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15.  Explain how you have taken into account the submissions and comments received in addressing the mandatory considerations.
We have noted the magority of commenis | submissions received that were supportive of the proposed rules.

The query redafing to jef ski use in the 5 knot zons had nof been raised presiowsly, and had not been identified as a curment
management or safiety issue throughout the past two years of staksholder engagement. In ine with the principle of aliowing for
safety and equity of on-water use on the Barwon River for 2 broad range of users, no change has been proposed in response fo this
comment

The submission from the Geelong Rowing Club, raised during the Public Drop-in session, which suggested a minor change 1o the
fransit lane near the boat ramp to danfy and reduce the speed Bmit io 5 lnois — has been addressed — refer above for details of the
proposed rubs change and the mandatory considerations.

The submission concemed with the impacts of greater fishing boat acoess (due fo the impacts increased Sshing would have on the
environment and native species caught in Sshing Enes, and general safety) was noted. Howewver, no change is proposed as the
Esues are best addrecsed through other means (communication and educaion of iver users) not resinctions o the waterway rules

Wik 2 Page 8 ofd
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Declaration and signature

16. | deciare that:
* | am authorised to make this request on behalf of the watemnay manager.
* To the best of my knowledoe the contents of this form and any attachments are true and comect.
* A public consultation process has been camied out in accordance with 196 of the Marine Safety Act 2010 (Vic) (if directed by ST Vic).
| acknowledge that if lodging this request electronically, Safe Transport Vicioria, will accept this communicaion as containing my
cignature for the purposes of the Blecironic Transactions (Victoria) Act 2000 (Vic).

Signature of applicant (if lndging electronically, type name here) Date
X silvana lanneflo 2 May 2024
Attachments

Attach all separate documents where you have nol provided the information in this form. This includes:

+  the draft wording of the proposed rule;

+  where relevant, the public consultation nofices, documents and findings (a list of submissions and a summary of the matters raised);
+  an explanation of how the proposed rule addresses the mandatory considerafions.

Your request fior a waterway rule cannot be consadered uniil you have provided all the necessary mformation.

How to lodge

Send your completed form and any aftachrents:
By email to: waterwaysflsafefransport vic.govaw  OF  Bypostto: PO Box 2392 Melbourne VIC 3001

What happens next?
+ ST Vic will assess the informaion you have provided in this request, in parfcular, the public consuliation submissions and comments and
mandatory considerations.
* Youmay be required to provide further information induding copes of the submizsions received from the public during the consuliation
process and at a waterway site visit by Safe Transport Vicionia.
+ When 5T Vic has received all the necessary information, they wall decide whether or not to make the rule.
»  [F 5T Vic decides to make the rule, 5T Vic:
will wirite: bo you advising you of e decision;
may require you to put in place waterway signage or infrastructure to support the: rule;
will publich fhe request for the rule, the decizion and reasons for the rule on the ST Vic webgite;
will publish a notice of the rule in the Govermment Gazette and on the ST Vic website.
*  The nie commences on the day fhe nofice is publiched in the Govemnment Gazetie or another day spediied in the nofice.

»  [F5T Vic decides nof to make fhe rde, ST Vic will weite to you specifying the reacons and will alzo publich the staterment of reacons on the
ST Vic websitz.

Privacy Notice Safe Transgort Wiclona (2T Vic) collect and holds the persanal imoemalion provided in this notice fo assist 2T Vic lo administer fe Manne Sakdy &5 2010
[¥ic) and Manine Safeiy Reguisdons 2022 (Wic). 2T Vic is commilied io proleciing personal information in accordance wilh iz obigafons underthe Manine Safely st 2070
[Wic) and the Prvacy and Dads Profecfion Acf 2014 [Vic). The perscnal nformaton provided in Bi= nolbice may be disciosed to other govemment sgencies in sccordance with
section 306 of bhe Manne Safely A 2010 (Vic) and sechion 177 of the Transpon! infegration Asf 2070 [Vic). ks an offience under the Manine Safely Act 2070 {Vic) ko give
nformation that s fis= or misleading in relation to & request io make & walerwey ule. The indindusls whose personsl infoemalion is collected on this notios kave & ighl b
seek access to this personal informebion and o seek comrechion of any £mor in the personal informabion held. All individunls whose percnal informaion is inchuded with this
nofice sheadd be informed of this fact. For more information on pavacy plesse mfer do 3T Vic's prvscy sixlement st wawew safebesnspod. vic.gov suipivecy.
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Appendix 3 - Draft Waterway Rules

Note: This draft is as submitted by CCMA. The final rule notice will be written to reflect ST Vic’s updated
approach to writing clauses and locations.

SCHEDULE 7: The Barwon River between the Lower Breakwater and Orana Road
Waterway Manager: Corangamite Catchment Management Authority
7.1. Excluded speed limit for the purposes of Clause 3(a).

Those waters of the Barwon River subject to a speed restriction, prohibition or otherwise designated
for specific or exclusive use under this Schedule are not subject to the requirements of Clause 3(a)
of this Notice.

7.2. Five (5) knot speed restriction zone for the purposes of Clause 7.
Those waters of the Barwon River
(a) between:

(i) an imaginary line joining two signs headed ‘Speed Limit 5 Knots’ situated on opposite
banks of the river where the southerly prolongation of the centre line of Coppards Road
intersects the respective banks

(i) the structure known as the Lower Breakwater or Barwon River Tidal Barrage
(approximately 2.3 kilometres downstream) (Map ref: 38°13'11.2"S 144°25'03.5"E)

(b) between:

(i) the south side of the Gundog Lane bridge that crosses the Barwon

(ii) an imaginary line joining two signs headed ‘Speed Limit 5 Knots’ situated on opposite
banks of the river where the southerly prolongation of the centre line of Dysons Court
intersects the respective banks (Map ref: 38°11'34.2"S 144°22'33.6"E)

(c) between:

(i) an imaginary line approximately 10 metres east of the eastern boundary of Bellerine
Street on the southern bank of the river (Map ref: 38°09'59.6"S 144°21'28.2"E), out
approximately 15 metres from the southern bank

(i) westwards to approximately 10 metres west of the boat ramp on the south side of the
river (Map ref: 38°09'55.3"S 144°21'15.3"E).

are subject to a speed restriction of five (5) knots.

7.3 Thirty-Five (35) knots speed restriction zone for the purposes of Clause 7.

Those waters of the Barwon River not subject to item 7.2 of this Schedule or which are not
otherwise prescribed as a prohibited area (under Clause 10) or designated as exclusive use zones
(under Clause 13) are subject to

(a) a speed restriction of 35 knots.
74 Areas where vessels with engines are prohibited for the purposes of Clause 10.

The following waters of the Barwon River are prohibited to vessels with engines. Those waters of
the Barwon River which lie:

(a) between:

(i) an imaginary line joining two signs headed ‘Rowing Zone-Power Boat Zone’ situated
on opposite banks of the river approximately 450 metres to the eastern side of the Princes
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7.5.

7.6.

(b)

(d)

SAFE TRANSPORWORIA

Bridge (Map ref: 38°09'53.4"S 144°20'02.0"E) south bank and (Map ref: 38°09'52.1”S
144°19'59.9’E)

(ii) an imaginary line joining two signs stating ‘Motor Boats Prohibited’ situated on
opposite banks of the river where the westerly prolongation of the centre line of Orana Road
intersects the respective banks

between:

(i) an imaginary line joining two signs headed ‘Motor Boats Prohibited’ situated on the
northern bank of the river opposite Goat Island, and the western edge of Goat Island (Map
ref: 38°11'36.6"S 144°22'18.5"E)

(ii) an imaginary line joining two other similar signs situated on the northern bank of the
river opposite Goat Island, and the eastern edge of Goat Island (Map ref: 38°11'35.3"S
144°22'29.2"E)

between:

(i) an imaginary line joining two signs headed ‘Rowing Zone-Power Boat Zone’ situated
on opposite banks of the river approximately 450 metres to the eastern side of the Princes
Bridge (Map ref: 38°09'57.4"S 144°21'27.9"E)

(i) an imaginary line from a similar sign situated on the north bank of the river
approximately 115 metres west of the western boundary of Swanston Street (Map ref:
38°10'00.6"S 144°21'32.2"E); south-westerly approximately 26 metres to a line of buoys
(Map ref: 38°10'00.4"S 144°21'30.5"E); thence westerly approximately 410 metres through a
line of buoys (Map ref: 38°09'54.6"S 144°21'15.6"E); thence southerly approximately 22
metres through a line of buoys to a similar sign situated approximately 10 metres west of the
boat ramp on the south side of the river (Map ref: 38°09'55.3"S 144°21'15.3"E)

excluding

(iii) the time between the hours of midday and sunset on Sundays and between 10am
and sunset on Christmas Day and the following New Year’s Day or any public holiday
gazetted in substitution for that New Year’s Day (both days inclusive), in which any powered
vessels travelling less than 35 knots are permitted

notwithstanding the above, any powered vessel travelling less than 10 knots which is used
solely for the purpose of coaching rowing crews on the river is permitted.

Prohibition of specific activities for the purpose of Clause 12.

(@)

No vessel of more than six (6) metres in length and two and a half (2.5) metres in beam is
permitted on the Barwon River.

Exclusive use and special purpose areas for the purpose of Clause 13.

(@)

(b)

The waters of the Barwon River which are between:

(1) an imaginary line joining two signs headed ‘Speed Limit 35 knots’ situated on
opposite banks of the river approximately 360 metres upstream of where the centre line of
Wilson’s road intersects the eastern bank of the Barwon River (Map ref: 38°11'54.5"S
144°23'05.3"E)

(i) an imaginary line joining two signs headed ‘Speed Limit 35 knots’ situated on
opposite banks of the river approximately 540 metres downstream of where the centre line of
Wilson’s road intersects the eastern bank of the Barwon River (Map ref: 38°12'23.5"S
144°23'12.3"E) are set aside for vessels engaged in water-skiing

All vessels must observe a 5 knot speed restriction through this area at all times unless
engaged in water-skiing
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https://www.google.com/maps/@-38.1931829,144.3741347,20z?entry=ttu#:~:text=%2D38.193149%2C%20144.374772
https://www.google.com/maps/search/-38.16679,+144.35847/@-38.16679,144.3578263,284m/data=!3m1!1e3?entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/search/-38.16679,+144.35847/@-38.16679,144.3578263,284m/data=!3m1!1e3?entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/search/-38.16679,+144.35847/@-38.16679,144.3578263,284m/data=!3m1!1e3?entry=ttu
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https://www.google.com/maps/search/-38.16679,+144.35847/@-38.16679,144.3578263,284m/data=!3m1!1e3?entry=ttu
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/38%C2%B012'23.5%22S+144%C2%B023'12.3%22E/@-38.20653,144.3841651,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m4!3m3!8m2!3d-38.20653!4d144.38674?entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/place/38%C2%B012'23.5%22S+144%C2%B023'12.3%22E/@-38.20653,144.3841651,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m4!3m3!8m2!3d-38.20653!4d144.38674?entry=ttu
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(c) Non powered vessels and powered vessels travelling less than 5 knots may transit the
special purpose area but must keep as near to the western bank as is practicable, noting
when meeting head-on or nearly head-on shall so as to avoid risk of collision alter course to

starboard so that each may pass on the port side of the other.
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